
ELIZABETH "DEDE"
DECHANT DAY
June 26, 1918 - February 23, 2023

Elizabeth “Dede” Dechant Day a lifelong resident of Middletown, Ohio.,
passed away on February 23rd, 2023 at her daughter’s farm in Morrow, OH.
She was 104. Dede was born on the family farm in Franklin, Ohio on June 26,
1918 to Ruth Holmes [Death] and William E. Dechant. She graduated from
Franklin High School before attending Miami-Jacobs College in Dayton, where
she studied business administration. Shortly after WWII, she met and married
the love of her life, Paul J. Day., who was former editor of the Middletown
Journal. Dede was a member of the First United Methodist Church for more
than 75 years where she was entrusted with counting the weekly offering. She
enjoyed cooking for her family and friends who especially enjoyed her pies,
applesauce, delicious pimento cheese and the secret family chocolate sauce.
An avid bridge player, she was known to become impatient if you were slow to
play a card. She loved feeding and watching the backyard birds.
Consequently, she disliked cats. Dede was a member of Middletown's “Shovel
and Hoe” garden club. There were always arrangements of fresh flowers from
her home garden. She was also a member of the Franklin Area Historical
Society. Dede enjoyed following sports, especially Reds baseball and college
basketball and football. Always a competitor, she looked forward to matching
her March Madness brackets with her grandsons. She knew her basketball!
Elizabeth was preceded in death by her husband of 34 years, Paul J. Day, her
parents, Ruth and W.E. Dechant, brother J. William Dechant and sister
LouAnn Dechant Price. As matriarch to three generations, she is survived by



her children: daughters Marticia “Tish” [Day] McFarren, [Russ McFarren];
Melinda “Mindy” Day [Craig Williams]; and son Richard “Dick” Day [Susan
Siewny]. Three grandsons: Adam McFarren, [Tara Calloway]; Kyle McFarren,
[Molly Ekerdt], and Grant McFarren, [Katie Onheiber]; as well as three great-
grandsons: James, Desmond, and Roland McFarren. Dede is also survived by
Joni Imhoff Regensburg, whom she always thought of as her honorary
daughter. Services will be private. In lieu of flowers, the family requests that
donations be made to Hospice of Dayton or First United Methodist Church of
Middletown. Arrangements by Herr-Riggs Funeral Home, 210 S. Main St.,
Middletown. Condolences may be sent to the family on the website www.herr-
riggs.con
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Ruth Dechant Gale - May 28, 2023 at 12:09 PM

Dede was a 1C1R for me. We came Ohio way from Belleville, IL a
number of times while I was growing up just to visit family. My
parents were Bud and Lorena Kruger Dechant. 
 
Dede and I had been in touch fairly recently as she was helping me
with some of the genealogy on the Dechant side in Ohio. 
 
Walt and I are so sorry to learn of her passing. I came across her
obit yesterday while checking things out on Ancestry. We send our
condolence's and sympathies to all of you on your loss. What a
fabulous life she lived! She was so very proud of all of you and often
sent pictures that had been taken when her family got together. 

  
Again, we are so sorry for your loss 

 Walt and Ruthy Gale-Houston, TX

Imogene Orts - March 02, 2023 at 11:48 AM

For several years in the early 2000's Dede and I were members of
an exercise class at the First Methodist Church and I always
marveled at her stamina and strength. I knew her to be cheerful and
helpful to everyone she met.

Thomas R Buchert - February 28, 2023 at 07:40 PM

Condolences from our family to yours. As my sister said, "She was
a great lady." Chris and Tom Buchert


