
MARY ELLEN THOMAS
July 25, 1935 - August 30, 2015

OBITUARY FOR MARY ELLEN THOMAS 
 

THOMAS, Mary Ellen, age 80, of Middletown, Ohio died Sunday, August 30,
2015 at Hospice of Butler and Warren Counties. “Sister” was born July 25,
1935 in Harlan County, Kentucky to Robert “Tobe” and Lucy Roark. Mary Ellen
was a working woman her whole life, starting at Caterpillar Industry in the front
office in Cincinnati as she was taking business courses. When she moved to
Middletown in 1957 she worked for Pollock/St. Regis, starting in accounts
payable and finishing her career as Personnel Manager for the plant,
completing 30 years of service. She was a member of First Baptist Church of
Middletown, and attended the Koinonia Sunday School and was a member of
the church choir for 30 years. She served as a member of the Board of
Trustees, Nominating Committee, Staff Development Committee and Board of
Deacons. Mary Ellen loved her community of Middletown and was involved in
numerous clubs and organizations. She was a member of the Middletown
Christian Women’s Club, Promise Group that traveled to Japan as a
missionary group, Soroptimist, member of Beta Sigma Phi Chapter, and Ohio
Beta Phi Master for 50 years. She was Extension Officer and Delegate to
Middletown Area Federation of Women’s Clubs, Accents President, Prosser
Chapter 367 Order of Eastern Star of Middletown. She also had served as
Director of the Women’s Center. When her sons were young, she served as
Cub Scout Den Mother and PTA Vice President of Old Amanda Elementary



School. She is survived by two sons, Ted Thomas Jr. (Mary) of Dallas, Texas
and Robert “Bob” Thomas of Kentucky; two grandchildren, Jason Robert “J-
Bob” of Lubbock, Texas and Taylor S. Thomas of Duncanville, Texas; one
brother, Robert “Bob” Roark (Betsy) of Paris, Kentucky; two sisters, Toby Ann
Roark Foy (John) of Alpharetta, Georgia and Sandy Roark Miller (Leo) of
Harlan, Kentucky; sister-in-law, Sue Roark (widow of brother, Leslie Roark) of
Miamisburg, Ohio; and numerous nieces and nephews. Mary Ellen was
preceded in death by her husband of over 50 years, Ted F. Thomas, her
parents Robert “Tobe” and Lucy Roark; brother, Leslie Roark; and her father-
in-law and mother-in-law, Milt and Susie Thomas of Cawood, Kentucky. Mary
Ellen loved her family, church, choir and her Beta Sigma Phi sisters. She was
a loving, compassionate, and a very thankful lady for her many friends. She
will be missed. Visitation will be Tuesday, September 1, 2015 from 10:00 a.m.
to 12:00 noon at the First Baptist Church, 4500 Riverview Avenue,
Middletown, Ohio 45042, followed by services at the church at 12:00 noon
with Rev. Ken Fey officiating. Interment will be at Woodside Cemetery,
Middletown. Memorial contributions may be made to the First Baptist Church,
4500 Riverview Ave., Middletown, or to Hospice of Butler and Warren
Counties, 5940 Long Meadow Dr., Franklin, Ohio 45005. Arrangements by
Herr-Riggs Funeral Home, 210 S. Main St., Middletown. Condolences may be
sent to the family at www.herr-riggs.com
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MARY ELLEN THOMAS

Perry & Barbara Walls - September 02, 2015 at 11:56 AM

Remember this beautiful lady from our "Harlan, KY Days"...loving,
caring, compassionate, classy lady. RIP Mary Ellen
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reba (forti) hannah - September 03, 2015 at 08:20 PM

remembering our years at hall high school and you catching the school
bus on dead mans curve on catons creek rd.it was the wonderful 50s,
you were the sweetest girl ever then and we can see by all the nice
things said about you, you carried all those neat things into your adult
life. we knew ted also. two beautiful people together again. love and
sympathy to your family. jim and reba (forti) Hannah, liggett and yancy
classmates.

Fred Clem - September 01, 2015 at 08:39 PM

Ted, 
 My condolences on your mother's passing. 

 Don't know if you remember me, I am your dad's cousin. 
 You and I used to run around together in SE Ky about 35 years ago.

Fred Clem
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Myron Propps - September 01, 2015 at 07:53 AM

Dear Ted and Family, 
  

I was so saddened to hear of your Mom's passing. Mary Ellen was
such a Lady. I have many fond memories of her. Always kind,
always smiling, and always giving needed hugs. Please know that
Barry and I send prayers to you and your Family. 

  
Blessings! 

 Myron and Barry Propps

Lois Lansaw - August 31, 2015 at 01:54 PM

Thank you for your friendship and especially your love for Greg.
Your accomplishments are great but most of all you walked with
God. Rest in His arms and His peace. Lois Lansaw

Tinker Slack - August 31, 2015 at 11:21 AM

Our deepest sympathy to the family of Mary Ellen. We love all the
Roarks and feel their pain. How dear that they flocked to her
bedside to let her know how much they cared for her. What comfort
and joy that must have given her. She is in the loving arms of our
Lord now and free from pain. With love, Tinker Slack and Harvey
Brock

Pam Roark - August 31, 2015 at 10:53 AM

Her kind and sweet spirit will be missed by all her knew her. I'm so
sorry for your family's loss. 

  
Pam Roark
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Dwight Seals - August 31, 2015 at 10:09 AM

On behalf of the officers and members of Camden Masonic Lodge
#159, Camden, Ohio we offer our most heartfelt and sincere
condolences to the family of Mary Ellen.


